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“50/50 training” 
Derbent, Dagestan/Russia, 24-30 August 2010
Address of Mr. Ralf-René Weingärtner
Director of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe 

Dear friends,

I am honoured to greet all participants, the organisers and guests of the “Joint Training Seminar for Specialists on Youth Work”, coming from the North Caucasian Federal District of the Russian Federation. This seminar, which brings together representatives of the State Authorities and representatives of non-governmental youth organisations – a unique approach, which we have baptized “50/50” training. I wish all of you fruitful work, fresh knowledge, new friends and interesting perspectives.

The main goal of our “50/50 training” is to strengthen co-operation and partnership between non-governmental and governmental key actors in the development of youth policy. We want to contribute to the development of youth policy and youth work in the North Caucasian Federal District, based on the principles of pluralist democracy, human rights and participation of young people. 

Our training is a good example of social partnership. It takes place in accordance with the “Action Plan 2010”, by which we implement the “Framework Programme of Cooperation” in the youth field, which the Council of Europe’s Directorate of Youth and Sport and the Ministry of Sport, Tourism and Youth Policy of the Russian Federation have signed. The programme covers the years 2009 to 2012. 

We are proud that this activity also involves 
· the National Youth Council of Russia, 
· the Committee on Youth Policy of the Government of the Republic of Dagestan, 
· and the local youth NGO “Red Sails”.
Today’s training is unique in the history of the youth sector of the Council of Europe: it the first-ever training activity we are arranging in the North Caucasus, in Dagestan. 
It is a pleasure that our activity is hosted by the most ancient town in the Russian Federation, Derbent, which has served for centuries as a crossroad of civilizations and which is recognized as one of the world's most tolerant cities, with three religions peacefully coexisting, and around 50 different nationalities living in the community.
In previous years, we arranged similar “50/50 training” events in the Russian cities of Murmansk, Ulyanovsk, Kazan, Vladivostok, Ekaterinburg and others.

It is a good sign that we hold this event during the “International Year of Youth”,  which started on 12 August 2010 under the theme of “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”. Governments and young people need dialogue, between themselves and across cultural boundaries, in order to jointly address the challenges ahead. Young people must be given a chance to lead towards a stronger, more inclusive society.
I hope that this activity will bring about further possibilities for co-operation between the participants. I am convinced that it can contribute to progress and development in the regions represented here, and that it will strengthen your future involvement in activities of the Council of Europe in the youth field.

This example of co-operation can surely be an inspiration for similar activities in the future, organised for the benefit of young people.
I am certain that at the end you will go home from here with the firm intention —and the skills—to use the knowledge and experience gained, to act as multipliers helping to develop civil society, to promote partnership, cooperation and active youth participation in the spirit of the core values of the Council of Europe: human rights, democracy, the rule of law, peace and solidarity. 
Thank you for your attention.
